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DNRC Biennial Report to the Environmental euality Council

January 2013 summary of instream flow water reservations (form 638) pursuant the US

Forest Service-Montana Water Rights Compact, MCA g5-20-]4OL

The compact was ratified on April l-7th of 2007. As part of that ratification, in Article V, seventy-seven
instream state-based water reservations were recognized, purposed for instream fisheries, and assigned
2007 priority dates. The US Forest Service was also granted the opportunity to apply for additional
instream state-based water reservations on Forest Service land (form 638) pursuant Article Vl, whose
priority dates are designated as the date of application filing with DNRC. Protectable flow rates are
determined using the Wetted Perimeter Methodology, which estimates upper and lower flow rate
values (inflection points) that designate habitat quality thresholds. The fish species present within the
proposed protected reach determines which flow rate can be used in the application. To date all but
one 638 application have pursued the upper inflection point.

ln Article Vl, section F of the compact, the DNRC is required to biennially report to the Environmental

Quality Council or other appropriate legislative committee the state water reservations applied for by
the Forest Service since the previous report and the Department action on application for state water
reservations by the Forest Service since the previous report. The Department first gave this report in
January of 2010 and again in January of 2011.

WATER POLICY INTERIM
coMMtTTEE. 2013_14

January 7, 2014

P.O. BOX 201601
IIELEXA, MONT.,T.$A 59620

Summary Statistics for US Forest Service lnstream Flow 638 Applications
Attribute Year

2oo8 | 2ooe | 2o1ol 2011 I 2o:zl 20fi
Total

Applications Received 4 I 4 5 27 50 99
Water Reservations lssued
Applications Term inated
Pending Application Processing 0

6

0

7

0

4

2

0
1

6

26
2

47

43
3

55

TotalApplicationFeesReceived $3,200 $7,200 $3,200 $4,000 $20,800 $39,200 $77,600

TotalObjections Filled 2
Deficient Objections 2
Valid Objections 0

Objections Pending Review

14
10

1

3

16
12

1

3

Protected Reach (miles) 18.4
Protected Flow Rate (CFS) 61.4

18.0
65.5

8.3
80.0

8.3
56.0

25.2
451.1

47.1
646.3

125.3
1,360.3

Attached is a detailed table of all 638 instream flow applications.
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